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On September 25th, 2009, Jack Wilbur was awarded the William R. Cashen Service Award from the 

UAF Alumni Association.  The 2009 Alumni Awards Luncheon was held at the Fairbanks Princess 

Riverside Lodge.   

 

History of the Cashen Service Award:  William R. 

"Bill" Cashen '37 was a former alumni director, 

professor, and marshal emeritus, historian, public 

servant, family man, proud alumnus and friend to 

many Alumni. Cashen set the example for service to 

the university and its alumni association. This award 

is designed to recognize and perpetuate his example 

and inspire all those associated with the University 

of Alaska Fairbanks. 
 
UAF Photos by Maureen McCombs 

As Design Alaska keeps growing, we are continually trying to find ways to make our 

workplace more efficient and safe for all of its employees.  Thus, we have purchased an 

Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) machine.  We invited Attorney Robert 

Groseclose to come and discuss ñThe Good Samaritan Lawò and the liability issues 

involved with having the machine in our building. 
 

Julia has recently become a certified instructor in CPR, First Aid and AED through the 

American Red Cross.  We will be having CPR/AED trainings set up at later dates for 

anyone wanting the training. This will be completely voluntary, with Julia as instructor. 
 

At our Lunchbyte on Wednesday, September 16th, Julia Harris introduced the AED 

machine and discussed its functions and some of the procedures involved in the 

emergency response process.  She went through the instructions of how to use the 

machine, some how-toôs and what not to doôs, and also gave us some startling statistics (i.e. Did you know that it takes a minimum 

of 7 minutes for an ambulance to get to you after a call has been placed with 911?)  Having this machine in the office will most 

likely increase a personôs survivability and quality of life if used properly. 
 

Mr. Groseclose then elaborated the details of the Good Samaritan Law (GSL) and how it 

relates to us.  The GSL states that a ñproperly trainedò individual is one that has completed a 

training course by entities approved by the Alaska Department of Health and Social Services 

and has written proof of training.  Everyone has the ability to call 911, but not everyone has 

the ability to work an AED machine.  The GSL has 4 components that need to be met in 

order to receive ñImmunityò: 
 

1.  Register our machine within 30 days with the local healthcare providers. 

2.  Maintain and Test the machine according to its instructions. 

3.  Put a notice up of the local emergency response authorities next to the machine. 

4.  Be appropriately trained. 
 

In todayôs society, a lot of human decency and compassion has been lost.  Many people have been punished simply by doing the 

right thing.  The Good Samaritan protects us, as long as all criteria have been met. 
 

After we complete our voluntary, companywide training, we will mount our AED machine up in the coffee area located next to the 

Architectural department.  Any questions can be directed to Julia Harris or  Kym Pihlaja. 
 

Note:  If anyone has a current Adult CPR/AED certificate, please provide a copy of it to Kym Pihlaja.  The recognized authorities, 

as designated by the Alaska Department of Health and Social Services will include:  American Heart Association, American Red 

Cross, American Safety & Health Institute, Medic First Aid (Basic Plus) and National Safety Council.  It also includes Certification 

from Emergency University. 
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In September, we saw a small transformation here at Design Alaska.  Kevin Karella, owner of Alaska Quality 

Builders, and his team extended the space in the Architecture department and reconfigured our alcove area.   

Completion of a job well done! 


