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DRAG RACING WITH ALICIA MAYO:  By: Julia Harris

With the coming of summer, some of our employees have great hobbies or are enthusiast¢:# ‘
sport or another. Alicia Mayo from the Mechanical Department loves drag racing and it ig
family fitraditiono.

How long have you been drag racing?
Dad let me take over the race car the summer after | turned 16 (1996) and told me that | cg
racing as long as | was nice to my Mom and kept my gradesSue school and racing seaso
were never at the same time they never conflicted. My first race car was a 1984 Oldsmobile Cwibagsars later dad bougtiite

dragster. The Ol dsmobile ran the | mile in 9. 3WMy&msdestomads al
of today was on my dadds birthday | ast y e Whichjs%lyl knéwshavep n d
l'icense plate of | NDA7Z (in da 706s). We were both reglly
awhile. This is really a fathetaughter event for my dad and mBad is the mechanic and | am the Drivétle is in charge df

everything behind me (engine and rear tilres) and | get ev
the car is running badly, it 6s dad oAMe bdthavorl . h a

on the car to get it ready and maintain it (physically and financially).

What inspired you to take up this hobby?

As far as | can remember my dad has been racing whatever he could. He started out in an
raced on Airport Way in 1985 and then participated ever since (his car was always changiiff
from a street legal car to a raceca®p | grew up around it and started taking more of an interq
| got older. ;

What is the highest position you placed in? -
| have taken ? and 3 down at the Palmer Races and | have takeseteral times at the Fairbar}
Races.

What do you do to prepare yourself mentally, physically and emotionally for the races?
| make sure to drink lots of watérsitting in the car with a fire suit on is extremely hot in the sun and wears you olBd&ste
every pass | take a deep breath and think of only what is in front dftheerace track. It is important that you run your aace
and do not think of the other driver.

Have there been any i ssues wi tArethere athebwomen that gou fdceaitha n i n

I have never had a problem racing with the guys, | guess because | grew up around it and everyone associated with
Fairbanks, so | was already accepted and part of the fahily.fun to joke with the guys about a girl picking on them aeating
them. When | first started racing there were only 1 or 2 other ladies racing. Now it is more popular with women, most
daughters of racers and have been around it and wanted to race instead of watch.

What do you consider to be your fitheme songo or what
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We have a saying that we like to repedrive it like you stole it.

Provide any other interesting tidbits that you would like to s
with us.
ltds al ways a challenge tolf@
chose TroublemakelWhen we got the d r

flanswer was that one canot h
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all but one of the graduates were out of the office the day after the graduation. So, the party was postponed to thendelxy
then every one knew about it. All the graduates worked very hard to earn their degrees.

CONGRATULATIONS DESIGN ALASKA GRADUATES!
This year Design Alaska had five people graduate from the Univ
of Alaska Fairbanks. The graduates are:

PrSity

Marilyn Fye graduating with a Masters Degree in Scigénce
Management, She has been working toward her degree for thqg last 2

1/2 years.

Ethan Graetz graduated with a Civil Degree which he has
working toward for the last 5 years.

Casey Walsh graduated with a Civil Degree. He has been worki
getting his degree for the last 5 years as well.
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ng on

James Rutter graduated with a Mechanical Degree, which he worked

on for 5 years.

Cutter Degerlund graduated with a Bachelor of Science from the
Department, this degree took him 5 years to earn.

There was a party held in their honor on May 12, 2009, with

Civil

cake

and ice cream. The party was supposed to be a surprise fpr the

graduates, but turned out to be a surprise to the admin staff b

bcause
day

CINCO de MAYO CELEBRATION AT DESIGN
ALASKA

On May 5th, the Administration Staff hosted a small Cincd
de Mayo party in the large conference room. There wer|
chips and dip with guacamole;l&yer dip, and a Marguerita

Cake. Mariachi music was playing during the party.

DESIGN ALASKA BIDS FAREWELL TO JASON WEBB

Jason Webb left Design Alaska after working here from 20(
2009. Design Alaska held a going away party for him ang
Pfamily. Thank you for a job well done and good luck in y
future endeavors!
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NOTARY PUBLICS

Design Alaska, Inc. has three Notary Publics herghg i n  Friends of Creameros Fi

employees:

Lynn Vaughan
Eric Gabrielson
Julia Harris

4th Annual Design Alaska Wild Arts Walk
Sunday, June 7th Noon 5:00 pm

nature. Stroll the Refuge amid a colorful assortment of artists
musicians as they demonstrate their skills and display their work i
festive fundraising evenfdmission is $10 (children 17 and un
are free)and will include a choice of pastries and bagels, and a ¢
gourmet organic coffee, cocoa, or tea. Proceeds go to support Frig
Creamer6s Field.
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