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Message from the President

When deciding how to contribute to this edition of our newsletter, | thought that some of you may be interested irstittten
Design Alaska so | asked Kym to attach an article on Design Alaska that was published in 2002 in a book titled Historie
published to commemorate the f0@nniversary of the founding of Fairbanks in 190%ince that article was published, Des
Al aska has continued to play a substanti al role in tAN
citizeno; more on that in a future newsletter.

Note the reference in the article to 38 employeé& now have 57 employees and still growirgh at 6 s a 50 %
years or an average compounded rate of 6% per year, far outpacing the average rate of growth for Fairbanks, pof
economy, which averages about 2% per ydapredict continued growth for Design Alask& | t hough Fai r b a
softened some in the last year, it is still healthy and | do not believe Fairbanks will see the economic collapse shaf the
country is experiencingThat is due in part to the strong and growing military presence in the intérigrowing military pesence
brings with it infrastructure development and Design Alaska, through strategic partnerships built up over the year
positioned to capture our fair share of the design services that come with that development.

Design Al askads economic wel |l b #hahcanybusdo to assist e witmthat effol@thm
more that you are doing alreadyWe have a great team at Design Alaska and our clients know that they can rely on us; t
been doing so for over 50 yealseep up the good work.
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SAME BRIDGE CONTEST

Design Alaska recently supported a balsa wood bridge contest at Ben Eielsg
School. The contest began in late February when members of the Soci
American Military Engineers visited several classrooms and made presentat
what engineers do followed up with some contest specific informatidhe
contest was supported by teachers of applied science and mathematics dlas
students were given 15 pieces of 1

to build the bridges.The bridges also had to o
fit within a range of dimensions in order FL™ 7
be tested. Student were given about a we .
to make their bridges and then they
broken during the week of -8
March. Nearly 70 bridges were complet
for testing and the students ranged betwd®arl 12" grades. The first place bridge weighe_*
0.45 oz and held 29.5 Ibs for a structural efficiency of 104&8cond and third place wejs®
0.50 0z/31.0 Ibs (SE = 992.0) and 0.25 0z/12.0(1BE = 768.0) respectivelyThe contest wags
judged on structural efficiency (weight held/bridge weight) rather than just total weight

Jeff Putnam participated in the late Feb presentations and manned the testing boot
afternoon of 3 March.He had an opportunity to break several bridges and give guida
several other students on their construction techniq@asrall the contest was considere )
great success for its first yeaDesign Alaska is planning to sponsor the contest in upco -
years and to expand it to more area high schdelease let Jeff Putham know if you would
interested in helping out with the contest next year.
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